Supreme Court Case Review

You need to complete this assessment for Course Credit!

Due Date: ______________________



Task is worth 100 POINTS!

· It should end up being 2-3 pages (12 point font, Times New Roman, double spaced)

· Your task is to select ONE (1) Supreme Court case.  You will read, comprehend, and analyze this case.  Your finished product should include the following:

Title

· Accurately list the case (use “v.” not “vs.”) in ITALICS!!  Any reference to a case should be in italics.
Intro Paragraph

· Have a hook!
· Case background (original/short summary, constitutional issues involved, etc…)

· Explain: Why you chose the case…Why does it interest you? (you may write in the 1st person)
Case summary (This must be ORIGINAL!)
· Important items that MUST appear here are: 

· Name of the case and year it was tried by the Supreme Court

· Case background extended (elaborate on facts listed in paragraph 1)
· The constitutional/legal issues involved in case that were argued in lower courts and SC
· List a minimum of three (3) precedents that were referred to for support and summarize them
· The ruling (whether or not the court affirmed, reversed, or reverse/remand the decision of the lower court).  Was it 6-3, 7-2, 5-4?

· The opinion(s).  Mention which judges wrote opinions.  SUMMARIZE the majority opinion and at least one dissenting opinion (if there was one).
Concluding paragraph

· You can write in the 1st person in the intro and concluding paragraphs ONLY!

· State YOUR opinion of whether or not you agree with the Court’s decision/ruling in the case.  Be sure to explain WHY you feel that way.

· Why should Americans know about this case?

· What is the most important fact you learned from this ruling?

· Conclude your review by stating the effects of the topics/legal issues in your case TODAY.  Cite a specific case or issue!
We will have four (4) due dates along the way which will be announced.  They will be roughly every 2 weeks.

Checkpoint 1 - 
(10 pts) – Submitting your selected case (in writing):  

Checkpoint 2 -
(15 pts) – Works Cited Page (4 different sources1 must be from a University Law Library…

no Wikipedia, “Ask.com”, etc…)            
Checkpoint 3 - 
(25 pts) – Formal Outline of your essay (typed) 

Checkpoint 4 -
(50 pts) - Supreme Court Case Review
TOTAL POINTS - 
100 pts
Supreme Court Cases Worth Considering
	Student rights
	Death Penalty
	Abortion/Birth Control

	Tinker v. Des Moines
	Baze v. Rees
	Planned Parenthood v. Casey

	TLO v. NJ
	Furman v. Georgia
	McCullen v. Coakley

	Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeir
	Kennedy v. Louisiana
	Webster v. Reproductive Health Services

	Morse v. Frederick
	Gregg v. Georgia
	Stenberg v. Carhart

	Guiles v. Marineau
	Roper v. Simmons
	Griswold v. Connecticut (birth control)

	U of California v. Bakke
	
	

	Fisher v. U of Texas
	
	

	Abington School District v. Schempp
	
	

	Goss v. Lopez
	
	

	Obscenity/Drugs/Alcohol
	Marriage
	Miscallaneous


	Miller v. California
	US v. Windsor (same-sex)
Lawrence v. Texas (gay rights)
	Texas v. Johnson (flag burning)

	National Endowment for the Arts v. Finley
	Loving v. Virginia (inter-racial marriage)
	Sheppard v. Maxwell (Fugitive)

	Board of Ed v. Earls (mandatory drug testing)
	Orr v. Orr
	NY Times v. US (Freedom of Press)

	South Dakota v. Dole (minimum drinking age)
	Gender violence
	Miranda v. Arizona (right to remain silent)

	
	Clinton v. Jones 
	Gideon v. Wainwright (right to an attorney)

	
	US v. Morrison
	Bethel School District v. Fraser (free speech)

	
	
	Florida v. J.L (racial profiling)


Great resources found on the web:

· Go here first to learn how to read a court case: www.historyaddict.com/reading_scotus.html
· http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/cases/topic.htm - fantastic database -cases organized by categories

· www.oyez.com – full search database containing all of the cases listed above with summaries, transcripts, audio clips, etc.

· www.findlaw.com/casecode/supreme.html - another great full search database with summaries

· www.landmarkcases.org – good database containing some of the cases listed above

· Google any university law library (ex. Cornell).  Some have links that are only accessible by their students, but most have links that are accessible by anyone on the web.
RUBRIC

Supreme Court Case Review

Intro/Concluding paragraphs 

(3x)
5
4
3
2
1

Case Summary


(5x)
5
4
3
2
1

Format - Grammar/Spelling

(2x)
5
4
3
2
1

5: 

· Paragraph thoroughly develops ideas through use of directly related facts, examples, anecdotes, details, opinions, specifics, reasons, and/or explanations.

· Ideas presented are interesting, sophisticated, and insightful.  Key issues and main points are accurately and convincingly identified.

· Paper is typed and demonstrates excellent control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation.

4: 

· Paragraph develops most ideas through use of directly related facts, examples, anecdotes, details, opinions, specifics, reasons, and/or explanations.

· Ideas presented are clear and thoughtful.  Most key issues and main points are accurately and sufficiently identified.

· Paper is typed and demonstrates clear control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation.

3: 

· Paragraph develops limited ideas through use of directly related facts, examples, anecdotes, details, opinions, specifics, reasons, and/or explanations.

· Ideas presented are simplistic or uneven in quality.  Key issues and main points are general and vague.

· Paper is typed but demonstrates limited control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation.

2: 

· Paragraph presents very little information. 

· Ideas presented are irrelevant to topic.  Key issues and main points are inaccurate or absent.

· Paper is NOT typed or demonstrates minimal control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation.
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